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O P I N I O N  
HBSTORY O F  CATALONIA 
he history of Catalonia is very ancient. Although 
we must not forget its more remote periods of 
history -especially the long period of Roman 
domination-, which left an important mark on the 
later configuration of the country, Catalonia 
already had, in the tenth century, a political 
structure independent of the Frankish monarchy, 
and its inhabitants began to feel that they 
belonged to a different national unity. 
Starting in the eleventh century, certain elements 
indicated that Catalonia already possessed a 
national personality which was to become 
unmistakenly its own at the start of the second millenium A.D. 
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Among these elements were: the interna1 political unification 
centering around the county of Barcelona and progressively 
surpassing the atomization of the country; the consolidation 
of Catalan as a different language; the creation of a different 
legal system; the appearance of a social class (the urban 
bourgeoisie made rich by commerce) which promoted the 
institutions of the country; the shaping of this different law as 
the expression of the feudal reality characteristic of medieval 
society, and of certain political institutions which tended to 
unify the country; the concretion of well-defined political and 
economic objectives, and expansion in the Pyrenees and in 
the Mediterranean. 
The dynastic union between Catalonia and the Kingdom of 
Aragon in the twelfth century, and the incorporation in the 
next century of the Kingdom of Valencia and Majorca 
captured from th; Moslems by James 1, meant that a feudal 
state was being shaped in which each of its components 
retained its political, juridical and institutional personality, 
although altogether they recognised a common monarch. The 
so-called Crown of Aragon, to which were added Sicily and 
Sardinia in the fourteenth century, and Naples in the fifteenth, 
lasted as a differentiated political structure until the beginning 
of the eighteenth century, when it gave way to a political 
phenomenon remarkable in medieval and modern Europe. 
When at the beginning of the thirteenth century any 
possibility that the Crown of Aragon had of expanding across 
the Pyrenees was blocked (Battle of Muret 121 3), Catalonia 
directed its efforts towards the Mediterranean, which became 
both politically and commercially the objective of the Catalan 
ruling classes. This resulted in a period of economic, 
demographic and political growth which converted Catalonia 
into one of the most important powers of medieval Europe. 
During the thirteenth and fourteenth centuries, the most 
important institutions of the country were consolidated: the 
Consell de Cent of Barcelono, the Deputation of the 
General or the Generalitat, and the Maritime Consulate. 
The demographic crisis which began with the Block Death of 
1348, the loss of commercial power, and social instability 
were the most characteristic signs of the recession which 
began in Catalonia at the end of the Middle 
Ages, and which led to the Civil War of 
1462-72. 
The dynastic union between the kingdoms of 
Aragon and Castile which took place at the turn 
of the fifteenth century did not involve, at that 
moment, important political or institutional 
changes. The Catalan-rooted confederate 
structure managed to impose itself upon the more 
uniformist attitudes of Castile, and to keep itself 
alive, though with difficulties, until the defeat of 
September 1 1 th 171 4. 
The repression which began on that date as regards 
Catalonia, Aragon and Valencia, which had fought against 
Philip V in the War of Succession, meant the disappearance 
of the Catalan self-governing institutions, and the start of a 
long period during which the effort was made to force 
Catalonia to assimilate Castilian political, juridical, and 
economic structures. 
Coinciding with this period of the loss of its own personality, 
Catalonia experienced a notable demographic growth during 
the eighteenth century -the population doubled (from 
450,000 to approx 900,000) during the century-, and on the 
basis of the start of trade with America, the foundations were 
laid for the industrialization of the country. 
After the crisis at the close of the century, the next century 
saw Catalonia promote a process of industrialization which 
contributed to making the country increasingly different from 
the other regions of the Spanish state. The Renaixenqa also 
played a part in this, as it tried to revive and strengthen the 
Catalan language and culture. 
At the turn of the century, Catalanism, which until then had been 
only a literary and purely regional movement, was projected 
into politics with the appearance of both left- and right- wing 
political parties which claimed autonomous rule for Catalonia. 
Despite these attempts during the first decades of the iwentieth 
century, it was not until after the fall of the Bourbon monarchy, 
installed in Catalonia in 171 4, and the proclamation of the 
Second Republic (1931 1, that Catalonia recovered 
self-government, which, in spite of its limitations, contributed to 
the revival of the political personality of the country. 
During the dictatorship of General Franco (1  939-751, 
Catalonia lived, as a national entity, one of the most 
dramatic periods of its history. The death of the 
dictator, and the establishment of a democratic regime in 
Spain, have made it possible, with the approval of the Statute 
of Autonomy of 1979, for Catalonia to enjoy today the 
political and institutional instruments (a President of the 
Generalitat, an Executive Council or Government, and a 
Parliament which represents the sovereignty of the Catalan 
nation) which will allow the country to go on recovering its 
own national identity after so many years of repression. 
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